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What to Expect After Possible Damage From 
Blasting Has Occurred 

 
I f  you  have  a  comp la in t  a b ou t  b l a s t i n g ,  p l e a s e  con t a c t  t he  S t a t e  F i r e  Mar sha l ’ s  
O f f i c e  ( SFMO)  a t  804 - 371 - 7170 .   
The  r e gu l a t i on s  f o r  t he  u se  and  s t o r a ge  o f  e xp lo s i v e s  a r e  con t a ined  i n  t he  
S t a t e w i d e  F i r e  P r ev e n t i o n  C o d e  ( S F P C )  wh i ch  may  be  e n fo r ced  a t  t he  l o ca l  
g o v e r n m en t  l e v e l  a n d  h a v e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  l o ca l  f i r e  o f f i c i a l .  Fo r  t ho se  l o ca l i t i e s  
t h a t  do  no t  en fo r ce  t he  SFPC,  t he  SFMO i s  t he  en fo r c ing  a gen cy .  

 The  SFM O may  conduc t  an  i n ve s t i g a t i on  a t  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o r  b l a s t i n g  s i t e .  
I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n  e g r e g i o u s  a n d  e minen t l y  ha rmfu l  v i o l a t i on  o f  t he  SFPC,  
t he  SFMO does  no t  have  t he  au tho r i t y  t o  s to p  o r  s u s pe n d  a  b l a s t i n g  
ope ra t i on .  You  may  hea r  b l a s t i n g  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t he  i n c id en t  ha s  been  
r e p o r t e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and /o r  t he  b l a s t i n g  c o mpany  ha s  t aken  
s t e p s  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  i n c i d e n t s / c o mp l a i n t s .  

 The  SFPC regu l a t e s  t he  amoun t  o f  e xp lo s i v e s  t ha t  a  b l a s t e r  c an  u se  i n  
r e l a t i on  t o  t he  c l o se s t  s t r u c tu re ,  o r  a  s e i s m o g r a p h  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
b l a s t s  do  no t  e x ceed  l e g a l  l im i t s .  

 I f  a  b l a s t  c a u s e s  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  o r  p e r so n a l  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
o the r  appropr i a t e  and  r equ i r ed  no t i f i c a t i on s ,  t he  b l a s t e r  i s  r equ i r ed  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S F M O .  

 C o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m pa n i e s  w h o  u s e  e x p l o s i ve s  m u s t  h a v e  du l y  i s s u e d  p e r m i t s ,  
c a r r y  a  bond  o r  i n su r ance ,  and  b l a s t e r s  mus t  be  c e r t i f i ed  a s  a  “B l a s t e r ”  by  
t he  S t a t e .  The  SFMO does  no t  have  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o r d e r  o r  co mp e l  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r  t o  p a y  a  h o m e o wn e r  f o r  dam a g e d  p r o p er t y .  

 Damage  s u s t a ined  f r om a  b l a s t i n g  i n c i den t  i s  a  c i v i l  m a t t e r .  I t  i s  po s s i b l e  
t ha t  you r  i n su r ance  compan y  o r  p r i v a t e  a t t o rney  may  be  ab l e  t o  r e cupe ra t e  
f i n anc i a l  l o s s  f rom a  con t r a c to r .  

  
 

 
 
 


